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Developing in conjunction with the visionary efforts of the urban farming community in 
Oakland, CA, the Oakland Ecological Incentive Scale is a rating system that allows the 
development of evaluative materials that financially incentivize ecological care.  This 
rating system might be thought of as a step towards reimagining our economy as 
something tied directly to the ecology. 

The OEIS is a new kind of rating system for the ecological impact of organizations, 
businesses, and residences that avoids the ad-hoc approaches of other systems. This 
rating system is on a scale of -5 to 5, and evaluates the degree to which an entity 
supports or destroys facets of the ecology.  

The rating encapsulates input/output of resources, along with supply chain decisions that 
effect the ecology offsite. For example, if food is sustainably produced on a site, that 
gives the entity points, but if that food is shipped 500 miles leading to carbon emissions, 
that entity will lose points. Additionally, entities may choose to make their OEIS 
assessment viewable by the public for promotional reasons.  

In the evaluation of a site/entity, hundreds of factors—such as chemicals, resources, 
activities, etc—are considered.  Each of these factors is modular, with accredited experts 
building and modifying the valuation system for any given factor.  For example, multiple 
experts in soil microbial health collaboratively determine and continually modify the 
valuation indicators for healthy soil. 

Examples of factors that may be evaluated: 

Negative Points: water consumption, energy usage, carbon release, chemicals into 
watershed, etc  
Neutralizing Points: amount of food produced on-site, amount of energy produced, 
maintenance of habitat on-site, recycling, etc  
Positive Points: amount of food created onsite and distributed locally, amount of energy 
given back to the grid through solar panels or wind turbines, health of soil microflora, 
degree to which habitat is integrated with sites, degree to which site supports the 
proliferation of sustainability practices off-site through skillshares 

A "-5" on the scale means that entity consumes an extreme amount of ecological 
resources and also destroys other ecological resources off-site through its practices.  

A "-1" indicates an entity that consumes a moderate amount of ecological resources, and 
perhaps uses a site that is rendered unavailable as habitat.  

A “1” means the entity is moderately self-sustaining, producing enough food for 1-10 
humans per acre using rain catchment water, healthy soil, etc, while minimizing harm to  
the surrounding ecology. 



A "3" might mean the entity is sustainable, non-polluting, includes some habitat, and also 
supports ~10 off-site people per acre using sustainable means like providing energy for 
itself and others via solar panels, growing organic food for itself and others to distribute, 
etc. 

A “5” on this scale would indicate a self-sustaining hub that creates resources for itself 
and supports 20+ neighbors per acrea, while also actively replicating its own model 
through skillshares and the funding of other sites, etc. 

Uses for this rating system: 
1 - sustainability organizations may use it to rate their own work, both on sites they 
manage, and in off-site contract work  
2 - individuals and organizations can use it to assist them in the transition towards 
sustainable practices 
3 - it can be used as the basis for legislation and environmental lobbying, as well as tax 
write-offs 
4 - it could be used as the basis for a new kind of rewards system that financially 
incentivizes ecological sustainability, such as Gaia Reboot 

For the latest version of this document, or to learn more about the Gaia Reboot 
ecologically-backed points system, please visit samarasteele.com. 
 

	


